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SUBJECT: Continued Use of Polygraph Techniques

I have recently reviewed the report of the National Research Council on the
existing scientific evidence on the validity of the polygraph technique. While the
report contained many findings that may ultimately lead to improved methods for
the detection of deception, I think 1t 1s important o emphasize that the National
Research Council found that none of the potential new technologies for the
detection of deception showed any promise of supplanting the polygraph
technique for screening purposes in the near term.

As the Department continues to research alternative technologies in this
critical area, I believe it is important to remember that the National Research
Council Report determined that the polygraph technique 1s the best tool currently
available to detect deception.

In the coming months, our country will face many unique challenges to our
national security. The polygraph technique remains an important tool to detect
deception in selected national security and law enforcement matters. Where
appropriate and authorized, I recommend that we continue to use the polygraph
technique as an important tool in our total decision-making processes.
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