
Iteberal Bureau of htueati gation 
Mniteb 9tates Bepartmeat of Bustice 

607 U. S. Court House 
Foley Square 

}WJ:PS New York, V. Y. 
65-51 

April 30, 1938. 

L'irector, 
Feiloral Bureau of investigation, 
Viashini;tori, 2. 2 .  

He : QUENTHEFi OU3TAVE RUtiffiICH, 
with al iases ,  ET AL. 
Espionage 

Dear Sir:  

Reference is made t o  Bureau l e t t e r  of Apri l  27, 1938 
(65-743) regarding the  above matter. 

, Please be advised for  some time we have been giving 
serious consideration t o  your siqsection regarditig polygraph t e s t s .  
The case will be presented to the Grand Jury beginn* the fcrepart 
of next week. There is no question i n  ray mind but Â¥wha these t e s t s  
should be applied and they my Drove t o  be very illuminating. 

In  view 01' the rush of other business it has not been 
ossible  for roe t o  formulate a progriua pr ior  t o  t h i s  time i n  t h i s  

connection. However, I now respectfully suggest and recommend t h a t  
polygraph t e s t a  be given to the following individuals the  l a t t e r  
par t  oi' next week, preferably May 6 and 7; t h a t  is, rriday and 
Saturday; or  !day 7 and 8, Saturday and Sunday, and vd.11 endeavor t o  
formulate a program t o  t h i s  e f f ec t  and 1 8houB know defini te ly,  prob 
ably by 'i.'ednesr.'.ay, "ay 4, whether these dates  a r e  satisl 'actory. In 
the meantime, we will endeavor to prepare a s e t  of questions t o  be 
of assistance f o r  the Dureau expert, and it might be well f o r  the 
expert t o  a r r ive  a t  file York City probably a half dazAn-gdvance t o  

P- go over t h i s  matter carefully. 
; ) l , , ,u^ i  .,,,,. :Â¥. l '^V 

The following individuals 
t e s t s  : 

I. T "GSIEBI" - 
KATEQOOG 
CAPTAIN DRECHSEL 

1. 1 s h a l l  co, i ca te  w i t h  
or  by te letype probably '~iednesday, i-iay 4, and advise you i f  this proeran 
is  satisfactory, and w i l l  assune, unless you promptly advise me t o  the 
contrary, t h a t  possibly the  dates I have suggested will be sa t i s fac tory  for  
the Bureau. 
m, .-,,.;. ,..,. ,..'..: * ,  .... - .,,.., . ,  , ,,, Very t r u ly  yours, . . , .  , ;;.D . . ; v .  

R. E; VfiTTliRLI 18 . .  1: , , /:. ,a,, 

Special Agent i n  Charge 
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. '.'I. f^i.ll. 
JOHN EOOAR HOOVER 

! Nir :, ,.;, -/,! DIRECTOR V 
, 3- 8 .  Â ¥ f  !. . ..... 

/ ffeberni Bureau of Inuestigation .. ,..< I 
Ã ISniteft States Separtment of 9ustire ! t >I, . ,,., . , 
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i 

t . Ã ˆ .  . 
BBnshington, S. Ql- [, t .% . I 

WE: OtJ a . .  
65-748-335 

. 2 :'; 

May 4, 1938. I 

., ' . \\ ; ', 
IrfBd0TU.NDUM FOR i.3t. NAT1i AN. , \ 

' . :  .,,, , 

5 : Â ¥ Â  - . 
. . 

Ra: G~~ GUSTAVE RUiiRICH, 
with aliases,  e t  al.; 
Espionage. 

-&. Vet t e r l i  called sir, Ellwood from New York today 
advise t h a t  he was niaxLÂ¥"~ arrangements t o  have the necessary 
witnesses in the New York Office for  polygra~h t e s t s  on Friday and 
Saturday, i-lay 6th and 7th. 

Since I have n o  other conunitaents I plan t o  go t o  New 
York, arriving there Friday morning iday 6th, and w i l l  conduct the 
necessary polygraph tes t s .  I am planning a t  this t i d e  t o  have iir.  
D. J. Parsons accompany me t o  New York i n  order t o  give him 
experience i n  t h i s  s o r t  of work. 

Respectfully, 



1. Do you llw la t4Ã Yo* C i t y ?  

No. 

4. Haw yon hnA brÃ‘lcfact 

8, Did you aooÃ§apÃ§ Looico*Â¥k to Cam&? 

6. ArÃ you now praatflnff phylo im? 

(sa(KmA run) 
7 .  Do you 11- la HÃ‘ York C i t y ?  

' 8. Did you evor glm Ãˆahlute a i l i t a r y  ln fout lon?  



NO* 

Hoe* . 

19* Did anybody wr Ã § i  you any nilitary lnfbxmtion for t m n n l t t Ã §  
to PftIffr? 







JOHNEDGARHOOVER 
PIRECTOR 

iKebera1 (Bureau of Inuestigatiun 
EATsJHR Mnitetl States department of Suffice 

Time-9: 12 A .Me 
lO8OO A.M. 
10:15 A.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

SAC Ve t t e r l i  called from New York and reported tha t  Dr<i/~rieble has 
probably f l e d  the United States  a t  one o'clock t h i s  morning. I was to ld  
that Grieble may have stown-away on the Bremen, which docks a t  Southampton. 
SAC Ve t t e r l i  s ta ted t h a t  Grieble i s  one of the aos t  important men in the 
Rumrich case and is valuable f o r  our prosecution. It is  not cer tain t h a t  
Grieble has l e f t ,  though the odds a re  very heavy in that direction. I 
Instructed Mr. Vet te r l l  to c a l l  m e  a f t e r  he has learned the f u l l  particulars,  
because the Bureau may be able  t o  use t h i s  news t o  a very good advantage. 
/ -.-,a 

\x 
SAC Vet te r l i  called from 3ew York and s tated t h a t  Dr.  Grieble sai led 

on the Bremen, which l e f t  New York a t  one o'clock t h i s  morning. Grieble 
i s  a stowaway, without money and has been placed in the ship's brig. 
The Bremen wil l  dock a t  Cherbourg, France the morning of the sixteenth. 
Grieble had a passport issued to him about a year ago and it i s  not 
known whether he has obtained another one o r  not. I was to ld  that Grieble 
i s  a naturalized, American citizen; that I f  we can bring him back t o  the 
United States,  t h i s  wil l  have t o  be accomplished before the boat reached 
Germany and while it i s  docked a t  Cherbourg. The f a c t  that Dr. Grieble 
has sa i led  i e  not known t o  anyone except Captain Drexell and Grieblefs  
sweetheart and wife. The address of Dr. Ignatz Theodore Grieble is 

talked t o  Grieble's wife; in an interview with his sweetheart, i t  was 
found t h a t  she knew nothing of h i s  intentions t o  s a i l .  The information 
t h a t  Grieble had sai led was obtained from Captain Drexwll and Grieblels wife. 

I called SAC Vet te r l l  and to ld  him t o  put this matter up t o  the 
United S ta tes  Attorney and inform the USA that he should f i r s t  consult 
the S ta te  Department before making any decision. I instructed Mr. Vet te r l i  
t o  keep the Bureau advised, f o r  when this matter gets  in three or  four 
hands the Bureau win. have a be t te r  chance t o  take care of It. - . . .  

,/ .. - -.. 
,..{ .!-.,," 1- "Â¥ . .  . 



Memo f o r  the Director 
Rumrich Case. 

SAC Ve t t e r l i  called a t  11115 A.M. end s tated t h a t  he and Agent Turrou 
had seen United States  Attorney Hardy and his assis tant ,  M r .  Dunnigan. 
Hardy has telked t o  Mr. Moffat, of the S ta te  Department, who i n  turn i s  
contacting the French authori t ies  in an attempt t o  work out a plan f o r  
returning in.-.Grieble. Mr. Hardy i s  going to have a secre t  complaint f i l e d  
against D r .  ~ r i e b l e  and it is  believed tha t  Grieble can be taken off tha 
Bremen a t  Cherbourg and returned t o  the United States.  I was to ld  that  
Agent Turrou has been asked to go t o  France t o  bring back Grieble because 
this agent knows French and i s  acquainted w i t h  the case* 

I called SAC Vet te r l i  a t  l i t30 A.M. and informed him t h a t  the Director 
w i l l  no t  allow any Bureau agent t o  go abroad on this case; t h a t  if the 
United States  Attorney wants t o  send h ie  assis tant ,  he can do so. I stated 
that the o f f i c i a l  action will have t o  be taken in France through the 
American Consulate and by the French authorities,  who wi l l  place the man 
i n  i rons on another ship to come back to  the United States. I told M r .  Vet te r l l  
t h a t  the Bureau does not have the funds nor the man power tosend an agent 
on an assignment of tills kind. I asked SAC Vet te r l l  t o  inform me as t o  what 
action w i l l  be taken in Hew York. 

SAC Vet te r l l  called a t  2800 P.M. and s tated that the S ta te  Department 
reports  t h a t  they cannot talce Grleble off the Bremen; that i f  the ship's 
captain places Grieble ashore i n  France i n  someone's custody, he can be 
returned t o  the United States. Mr. Vetter l i  suggested tha t  the Bureau 
contact Captain Drexell and I stated tha t  Drexell i s  probably playing both 
sides,  helping us and the German Government a t  the same time. 

e United S ta tes  At tornq  s t i l l  wants Amt !tumou t o  go t o  France and has 
en t m i n g  t o  get  i n  touch w i t h ~ ~ ~ g ~  I aaid that it looks a s  though 

everyone i s  trying t o  pass t h i s  matter off on the Bureau, and if anyone gets  
burnt it will be the Bureau. I told Mr. Vet te r l i  tha t  a Bureau agent.wil1 
have no police power in France; t ha t  the matter would have to be handled 

rough the American Consulate through the French police a t  Cherbourg. 
M r .  Ve t te r l i  s ta ted tha t  the Bureau i s  not a t  f a u l t  by not placing Grieble 
under bond; that Grieble has been coming in to  the New York Office everyday 
and has been helping the Bureau i n  every way; that he has a good position, 

s property and i s  a ci t izen of the United States. I said tha t  a s  t h i s  
m a  t e r  i s  one ent i rely of lega l  procedure, the  United S ta tes  Attorney16 

f i c e  should work it out. I instructed SAC Vet te r l l  t o  point out t o  the & 
USA that a Bureau agent has no authority In France; t h a t  the American 
Embassy i n  Par i s  would have t o  be contacted a s  the French police authority 
will have to be used, plus the feet  tha t  the Bureau does not have the money 
t o  send an agent t o  France. 

SAC Vet te r l i  a i led  a t  2;44 P.M. and s tated that M r .  Hardy wants him 
t o  contect Captainbrexel l  and ascertain i f  Grieble rill be talcen off the 
Bremen a t  Cherbourg. I was told tha t  Hardy i s  going t o  take the matter up 

, 115th the S ta te  Department with the view of having the American Consulate 



Memo f o r  the Direc-oor 
Rumrich Case. 

M a y  H, 1938. 

e n l i s t  the  a id  of the French police when the ship docks} t h a t  in this way 
Grieble can be taken off the Bremen and placed aboard the f i r s t  American 
ship f o r  the United States.  I instructed SAC Vet te r l i  t o  bare the 
S ta te  Department make all the arrangements; that i f  there i p  say approach 
t o  be made t o  Captain Drexell or  anyone elee, the S ta te  Department should 
do it. I s ta ted  that t h i s  matter may develop i n t o  an internat ional  
incident and i f  it does the Bureau should not be in the foreground; 
I to ld  Mr. Vettern  t o  l e t  the United States Attorney work i t h  the 
S k t e  Department who cen make all the  neceseary arrangements if they bave 
the courage t o  do so. Mr. Rarity thought that Dr. Grieble may be induced 
t o  return t o  the United States of his own f r ee  w i l l  and was advised t h a t  
t h - w o u l d  mt be l ikeQc becaused G r i e U 1 s t  i n  b e ~ . a ~ k w a w a y .  
I again asserted t h a t  the Bureau should t r y  and stay out of the picture; 
that any act ion should be a two man combination of the USA and the S ta te  
Department; t h a t  i n  t h i s  way the Bureau cannot be l e f t  holding the bag. 



EPC : M E  






