Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice
607 U. S. Court House
Foley Square
REV:PS New York, M, Y,
65-51
April 30, 1938.

Uirector,
Federal Bureau of investigation,
Viashington, U, C.

Re: GUENTHEE GUSTAVE RUIRICH,
with aliases, ET AL,
Espionage
Lear Sir:

Reference is made to Bureau letter of April 27, 19383
(65-748) regarding the above matter,

Please be adviged for some time we have been giving
serious consideration to your sugsection regarding polygrapn tests.
The case vwill be presented to the Grand Jury beginning the forepart
of next week, There is no question in my mind but what these tests
should be applied and they may orove to be very illuminating,

\"7

4 In view of the rush of other business it has not been 5 //
possible for me to formulate a program prior to this time in this

connection, However, I now respectfully sugzest and recommend that .

* polygraph tests be given to the following individuals the latter

part of next week, oreferably ay 6 and 7; that is, rriday and ,,a’\
Saturday; or May 7 and 8, Saturday and Sunday, and will endeavor to
formulate a program to this efi'ect and 1 shoud know definitely, prob
ably by Viednescay, iday 4, whether thcse dates are satisfactory. 1n
the meantime, we will endeavor to prepare a set of questions to be
of assistance for the Dureau expert, and it might be well for the
expert to arrive at New York City orobably a half daz in_ advance to
go over this matter carefully. -
WY b oa bvi Al (,FT :
The i‘c;llowmg individuals afé” uggested i‘or olygraph

tests: ®
I. T, GRIEBL ' - BO NING
kaTERM00G (:,-:R‘U\IW 4
CAPTAIN DRECHSEL IKLE ")

I\m .IARTL SCHAD

1 shall comiunicate with thé Bureau either t.elephém.cally

or by teletype probably ‘ednesday, iay 4, and advise you if this progran

is satisfactory, and will assume, unless you promptly advise me to the
contrary, that possibly the dates i have suggested will be satisfactory for}
the Bureau.

o v e 1y
ALY, i . v LALED

D O S TS . _ ‘ '_ ' -' ’
.,’SFLQ.L_E/Z " R. E. VETTERLI L A
Soecial Agent in Charge BT

Very truly yours,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . T NW TN /
M T,

DIRECTOR :
‘ Hederal Burean of Inuestigation B ;
. N - !
» United States Repartment of Justice B Lo e / ;
MWashington, B. . e _

WPE: Ol hington, . i

65-748-335 d

May 4, 1938.

MEMORANDUA TUR wRe NATHAN, ° /\

Ra: GUENTHER GUSTAVE RUWGRICH,
with aliases, et al.;
Espionage.

Mr. Vetterli called Mr. Ellviood from New York today %
advise that he was making arrangeuents to have the necessary
witnesses in the New York Office for polygraph tests on Friday and

Saturday, ilay 6th and 7th.

Since I have no other commitments I plan to go to New
York, arriving there Friday morning ikay 6th, and will conduct the
necessary polygraph tests. I am planning at this tiue to have iir.
D. J. Parsons accompany me to New York in order to give him

experience in this sort of work.

Respectfully,

Le

E. P, Coffey.
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IGNATZ Te. ORIEBL, M. D. liny 6, 1938.
56 East 87th Otreet
New York City

This individual was unusually responsive on the polygreph.

fiis renctions were so pronounced that it in believed they can be
definitely isolated and for this reason it s Delieved that $he con~
clusions are unusually relinble., As & resuls, it is delieved that
he was desply involved in the espionage ring and in direct contact
with Doctor Pfeiffer. It is not believed from the questioning that

he personally %00k Lonkosski over the Canadian Border,

thut his present cooperstion with the FBI Agents {s sincere up to a
sertein point but that he is still withholding much information con~
oerning his own oomplicity in the espionage work,

1.

4.

7.

Do you live {n New York City?

Yes. -

Do you objeot to shis test?

No,

Have you ever furnished milisary information to Dootor i’feiffer?
No,***

Have you had breakfast?

Yes,

Did you acoompuny Loukosski to Canada?
No.

Are you now ® practising physicisn?
Yes,

(second run)
Do you live 4n New York City?

Yes.
Did you ever give dchluter nilitary informasion?
no.t-

It 4s believed



9.

10.

pUN

16.

1v.

19.

Ia todmy Friday?
Yos,
D14 Sehluter ever pay you for any military information?
no.llt.
Beve you had breakfsst this moraning?®
Yeos.
Did you take Lonkoeski over the Bordex?
No.

(third rumn)
Yere you an espionage oontact for Pfeiffer?

No.*** '
Bave you h‘ld breakfnst?

Yes,

Have you ever visited Rumrich's homs?
No.™*

Is today Sunday?

No.

Did Danielsen ever give you any military information for
tranmittal to feiffer?

No,* ~

rersonslly, have you in iashington obtained military information?
Ro.

Did4 anybody ever give you any military informmtion for transmittal
t0 Pfeiffer?

No,*



21,

al1.

23.

24,

26,

27,

(fourth run)
Do you live in New York?

Yeos.
Have you withheld any informetionm from the FBI Agents?
Yes.

Have you withheld sny informmstion from the FBI Agents?
(question repeated)

Yes,

liave you oconspired with Mise Moog?

No.*

Have you $01d me eny liea?

No,*

Is Miss Moog involved in the eapionage ring?
No,**

Are you double crossing the Agenta?

Ho.

Do you know the German contact with Gibbs and Cox?
No,”*

(£1fth run) '
Have you been in Thiladelphia?

Yes.

Have you direotly furnished espionsge information to Doctor Ffeiffnr?
NO.'"

Xs lMiss loog presently connected with this >ing?



0. Are you prosently couspiring with any of the ring?
No.**
3l. Are you sincers in present efforts to sasist Federsl Agents?

Yeos.



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER /

OIRECTOR

Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation
EAT:JHR Nnited States Bepartment of Justice

Washington, B. .
May 11, 1938. \

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

-1 a8e. ”W
T e

DATE

Time-9:12 A.M.
103(” AOM'
10:15 A.M.

SAC Vetterli called from New York and reported that Drw/Grieble has
4 probably fled the United States at one o'clock this morning., I was told
that Grieble may have stown-away on the Bremen, which docks at Southampton.
_ SAC Vetterli stated that Grieble is one of the most important men in the
\ Runrich case and 1s valuable for our prosecution. It is not certain that
: Grieble has left, though the odds are very heavy in that direction. I
instructed Mr. Vetterli to call me after he has learned the full particulars,
because the Bureau may be able to use this news to a very good advantage.

SAC Vetterli called from New York and stated that Dr. Grieble sailed
on the Bremen, which left New York at one o'clock this morning. Grieble
is a stowaweay, without money and has been placed in the ship's brig.

The Bremen will dock at Cherbourg, France the morning of the sixteenth.
Grieble had a passport issued to him about a year ago and it 1s not

known whether he has obtained another one or not. I was told that Grieble
is a naturalized, American citizen; that if we can bring him back to the
United States, this will have to be accomplished before the boat reached
Germany and while it is docked at Cherbourg. The fact that Dr. Grieble
has salled is not known to amyone except Captain Drexell and Grieble'a
sweetheart and wife. The address of Dr. Ignatz Theodore Grieble is

66 E. 87th St., New York City, New York. Grieble was not placed under exy

bond because he was_thought to be helping the prosecution in. this.cese;
‘ \'s,exmLtimes he had been nlacgé-}miez..me_iiﬁtegmn..gg.,m_.baen

found to ha lying. Griebl gd before the Grand Jury yet,
ough he was schedule do so tomorrow. The New !oiE'UTTIE%xhas not

talked to Grieble's wife; in an interview with his sweetheart, it was
found that she knew nothing of his intentions to sail. The information
that Grieble had sailed was obtained from Captain Drexell and Grieble's wife.

I called SAC Vetterli and told him to put this matter up to the
United States Attorney and inform the USA that he should first consult
.+ the State Department before making any decision. I instructed Mr. Vetterli
to keep the Bureau advised, for when this matter gets in three or four
hands the Bureau will have a better chance to take care of 1it.
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Memo for the Director -2=- Mey 11, 1938.
Rumrich Case.

SAC Vetterli celled at 11315 A.M. snd stated that he and Agent Turrou
had seen United States Attorney Hardy end his assistant, Mr. Dunnigen.
Hardy hes telked to Mr. Moffat, of the Stete Department, who in turn is
contacting the French authorities in an attempt to work out a plan for
returning Dr.~Grieble. Mr. Hardy is going to have a secret complaint filed
against Dr. Grieble and it is believed that Grieble can be taken off tho
Bremen at Cherbourg and returned to the United Stetes. I was told that
Agent Turrou has been asked to go to France to bring back Grieble because
this agent knows French and 1s ecquainted with the case.

I called SAC Vetterli at 11320 A.M. and informed him that the Director
will not allow any Bureau agent to go abroad on this case; that if the
United States Attorney wants to send his assistent, he can do so. I stated
that the official action will have to be taken in France through the
American Consulate and by the French authorities, who will plsce the man
in irons on another ship to come back to the United States. I told Mr. Vetterli
that the Bureau does not have the funds nor the man power tosend an agent
on an assignuent of this kind. I asked SAC Vetterll to inform me as to what
action will be taken in New York.

SAC Vetterli called at 2:00 P.M, and stuted that the State Departuent
reports that they cannot take Grieble off the Bremen; that if the ship’s
captein pleces Grieble ashore in France in someone's custody, he can be
returned to the United States. Mr. Vetterll suggested that the Bureau
contact Captain Drexell and I stated that Drexell is probably playing both
sides, helping us and also the German Government at the same time.

The United States Attorney still wants Agent Turrou to go to France and has
been trying to get in touch with the Director; I said that it looks as though
everyone is trying to pass this matter off om the Bureau, and if anyone gets
burnt it will be the Bureau. I told Mr. Vetterli that a Buresu agent.will
have no police power in France; that the matter would have to be handled

rough the American Consulste through the French police at Cherbourg.
Mr. Vetterli stated that the Bureau is not at fault by mot placing Grieble
under bond; that Grieble has been coming into the New York Office everyday
and has been helping the Bureau in every way; that he has a good position,

s property and is a citizen of the United States. I sald that as this

matter is one entirely of legel procedure, the United States Attorney's

fice should work it out. I instructed SAC Vetterll to point out to the
USA that a Bureau agent has no authority in France; that the American
Embassy in Paris would have to be contacted as the French police authority
will have to he used, plus the fect that the Bureau does not have the money
to send an agent to France.

SAC Vetterli called at R:44 P.M. and steted that Mr. Hardy wante him
to contact Ceptein|Drexell and ascertain if Grieble will be teken off the
Bremen at Cherbourg. I was told that Hardy is going to take the matter up
with the State Department with the view of having the American Consulate



Memo for the Director -3~ Msy 11, 1938.
Rumrich Case.

enlist the aid of the French police when the ship docks; that in this way
Grieble can be taken off the Bremen and placed aboard the first American
ship for the United States. I instructed SAC Vetterll to have the ;
State Depertment make all the arrangements; that if there is any approach
to be made to Captain Drexell or anyone else, the State Department should
do it. I stated that this matter may develop into an international
incident and if it does the Bureau should not be in the foreground;

I told Mr. Vetterll to let the United States Attormey work with the

State Department who cen make all the necessary arrangements if they have
the couresge to do so. Mr. Hardy thought that Dr. Grieble mey be induced
to return to the United States of his own free will and was advised that
this would not be likely because of Grieble’s act in belng a stowawsy.

I agein asserted that the Bureau should try and stay out of the picture;
that any action should be & two man combination of the USA and the State
Departument; that in this way the Bureau cannot be left holding the bag.




EPC :MTG May 13, 1938

65-748

Wr. R X, Votserli

yederal Buresu of Investignation

U. 8. Departusnt of Justice

607 U, . Cowrs Howse, Foley Square
New York, New York

, Rei Cuatave Guenther Rumrich,
with alias, ot al}

Isplonsgse.
\ / Deaxr air;

Om liay 6th and 7%h in your office, Wr. K. P. Coffey of the
/ Bureau interrogeted seversl of the suspects and witnesses in this ocase,
Mr, Coffey was essisted by Mr. D. J. Parsons of the Bureau and the
interrogstion was cuonduated in the presansce of Speocisl Agent Leon Turrou
Tl  of your office. Tie following were questioned:

uarsin Soheds

4 mu WELL4
odrich ¥
i ) Boening
Jolm'
: Ignats T, Oriedl, M. D.
? Miss KnteMoog
7 Retnmen . There are tranmuitted herewith the questions nnd muswers of
V7 -eugl subjest, Where sn emotional reseticn wus noted following a question
'™ the iswme is indiested on the enclosures in the following manner: A single
© Y. atdrisk infieates 8 mild emotional resction, s doudbls asterisk a stromg
" emotional yeaction spd 8 sriple asterisk & rether extramordinary emotional
wmeo tion., The ocements of the interrogstor are set forth coneerning eech
* ' subjeos. In oonneotion with these reports, your office is eautioned thas
Y gus ’[u the i{nherent limitations of the methad smd apparatus uo action sbould
- by prediosted solely upon the results of the tests nor should the seme be
o gondideyed in She Getermination of prosecutive setion. 3Jubjeet to this
R | ation 1t woukd appenr, however, that sthese teste were pertieulnrly
T ea aful on seversl of the subjeots insofar as indicating She possession
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8AC ¥ew York
Page 2
May 13, 1938

of further undisolosed information on the part of same and unreliability
in the oamse of at least one.

The voluntary conssnt of all subjects was odsained before the
tests were undersaken and with the exeeption of the sudjects Moog and
Oriebl consent was obteined in writing and retsined in the files of your
oftfice,

The genersl results now being reported have slrealdy been fur-
nished orslly to Specisl Agent Leon Turrou,

Very truly yours,

John Edger Hoover,
Director.

Enclosures

SPECIAL DELIVERY





